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Going to Court Without a Lawyer in Family Law Cases - How to begin When you take a case to court, you must file documents that tell the court what the dispute is and what you are asking for.Both sides of a court case (also called “parties”) must then file more documents giving the court the information it needs to make a decision.

DEFINITIONS: Am I the Petitioner or the Respondent?Petitioner: the person bringing the dispute or issue to court. You file paperwork first.Respondent: the other person involved in the case who responds to the filed paperwork.Before filing a case, you must complete all paperwork that goes with the type of petition you are filing. The instructions for
each petition will tell you if there are more forms to file along with your petition.Step One: Complete the paperwork (petition and other documents)The first step is to bring your problem or issue to the court’s attention by completing a Petition. This begins the process. DEFINITION: A petition is a written request to the court for some type of legal
action — grant a divorce, for example. The person who asks for legal action is called the petitioner and remains the petitioner throughout the case.Types of Family Court Petitions:SUGGESTION: The list above may not include all types of petitions. Follow this link to the Family Law Forms page, Press Ctrl+F (the FIND feature) and enter the word
“petition” in the search box. The search result will highlight the word on the page each time it appears on the page.REVIEW: Take the time to review the procedures below about Parenting Plans.There may also be court hearings or a trial where you can present witnesses or present your case verbally, but the written documents you file are a crucial
part of any case. Without them, there would be no case in court.Next Step: File your caseAfter completing the petition and all supporting documents, you must file them with your local clerk of the circuit court. This officially opens the case.Use the FIND A CLERK webpage to find your local clerk of court.What will the clerk do?NOTE: Clerks of Court
have their fee schedules posted on their website. If you cannot afford the filing fee or other court costs, you may qualify to have these fees and costs waived by the court. Contact your local clerk of court for more information.Next Step: Notify the other party After you file your paperwork and open a case, you must notify the other party. This process
is called “SERVICE.” This means the other party has been “served.”This is the official way to tell the other party (the Respondent) that something is happening to them in court and any scheduled hearings.Forms for service of process are located in the Subpoenas Forms section of the Family Law Forms page, along with more detailed instructions and
information regarding service. READ: Read the instructions carefully to make sure you have “served” the other party correctly.There are several ways to “serve” someone:Using a deputy sheriffUsing a private process serverBy Certified MailContact your local clerk of court to find out how to do this in your location.Responding to the Petition (the
Respondent):The Respondent is called the respondent because he or she is expected to respond to the petition. The Respondent remains the respondent throughout the case.Filing an Answer After receiving the Petition, the Respondent may file his or her document to explain their side of the story. This document is called an answer. DEFINITIONS:An
answer is a written response by the respondent that states whether he or she admits (agrees with) or denies (disagrees with) the claims in the petition. Any claims not specifically denied are considered to be admitted.A counterpetition is a written request to the court for legal action, which is filed by a respondent after being served with a
petition.Some types of Family Court Answers:DivorceDiscoveryPaternity SUGGESTION: The list above may not include all types of answers. Follow this link to the Family Law Forms page, Press Ctrl+F (the FIND feature) and enter the word “answer” in the search box. The search result will highlight the word on the page each time it appears on the
page. DEADLINE: After being served, the Respondent has 20 days to file an answer admitting or denying each of the claims contained in the petition.Counterclaim by the Respondent asking the court for help.The Respondent may also file a document called a counterpetition if he or she has claims against the Petitioner.In a counterpetition, the
Respondent may ask for the same or some other help or action not requested by the Petitioner.If the Respondent files a counterpetition, the Petitioner should then file an Answer to Counterpetition Form 12.903(d), and either admit or deny the allegations in the Respondent’s counterpetition. DEADLINE: The Petitioner has 20 days to respond to the
counterpetition.NO Response ReceivedThis is known as “default.”If the Respondent does not file a response to a petition (an answer), you (the Petitioner) can still move forward with your case — even if the other party will not cooperate. DEFINITION:Default is a failure of a party to respond to the pleading of another party. This failure to respond
may allow the court to decide the case without input from the party who did not appear or respond. REMEMBER: As the Petitioner, you are responsible for moving the case to the end.To do this, you may file a Motion for Default with the clerk of court. This means that you may proceed with your case and set a final hearing, and a judge will make a
decision, even if the other party will not cooperate. SOURCE: For more information see:Motions for DefaultRule 12.080(c), Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure.Mandatory disclosureThis is the requirement that each party must give certain documents to the other party.In divorce cases, each party in a dissolution of marriage must exchange certain
information and documents (outlined in the Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure) and file a Family Law Financial Affidavit. DEADLINE: You must disclose documents within the time required by the Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure (see link below). Failure to meet this deadline may allow the court to end the case or to refuse to consider the
claims of the party failing to comply. SOURCE: For more information see:In other cases:This requirement also must be met in other family law cases, except:adoptionssimplified dissolutions of marriageenforcement proceedingscontempt proceedings, and,proceedings for injunctions for domestic or repeat violenceMediationIn some areas, a judge might
order certain types of cases to go to mediation. Mediation is a way for people who are having a dispute to talk about their problems and to make decisions about the dispute with the help of another person called a mediator.The mediator can’t choose sides or provide legal advice. If you go to mediation and you still can’t solve your problems, you can
go back to court and the judge will make a decision for you.NEXT STEP: Schedule your court dateMost of the time, courts follow this schedule:Hearings on motions filedFinal hearings on uncontested (both parties agree) or default casesTrials on contested divorces (parties don’t agree) REQUIREMENTS:All documents are filed including the petition,
answer and/or counterpetition.All mandatory documents are filed: including disclosure and filing certain papers (including service). READ: The requirements for service and disclosure are different based on the type of case you and the rules in your local court. For further information, you should check to the instructions for the type of form you are
filing.You should ask the clerk of court or family law intake staff about the local procedure for setting a hearing or trial date. This is done so that the court may consider your request.NEXT STEP: Go to Court ASK ABOUT THIS: The family law forms contain orders and final judgments, which the judge may use. You should ask the clerk of court or
family law intake staff if you need to bring any of these (orders or final judgments) forms with you to the hearing or trial.Find orders and final judgments.If you are told to bring them with you to court, you should type or print the heading, including the circuit, county, case number, division, and the parties’ names, and leave the rest blank for the judge
to complete at your hearing or trial. DEFINITIONS: Final Judgment - a written document signed by a judge and recorded in the clerk of the circuit court’s office that contains the judge’s decision in your case.Order - a written decision, signed by a judge and filed in the clerk of the circuit court’s office, that contains the judge’s decision on part of your
case, usually on a motion. Parenting PlanParenting Plans are required if your case involves minor or dependent child(ren).The Parenting Plan must be developed and agreed to by the parents and approved by a court. If the parents cannot agree, or if the agreed Parenting Plan is not approved, the court must establish a Parenting Plan.The Parenting
Plan must contain a time-sharing schedule and should address the issues regarding the child(ren)’s education, health care, and physical, social, and emotional well-being. SOURCE: The below forms are located in the Parenting Plan section of the Family Law Forms page.Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form,
12.995(a)Safety-Focused Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(b), orRelocation/Long Distance Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(c). Looking for Florida child support forms? Many of our website visitors have asked for a listing of the different support forms available for
download on the Florida courts website. Looking for Florida child support forms? Many of our website visitors have asked for a listing of the different support forms available for download on the Florida courts website. The titles of the child support forms are nice enough, but a brief description of each one is better. Several court approved forms are
available for the self represented Pro Se filer. Choosing which ones are right for you is only half the battle. We guide you through each of the several Florida child support forms available with brief descriptions of each form. Florida Child Support Forms Find out if you are eligible to use a form and take a look at our web powered instructions to some
of these forms.We've provided a convenient table for the most asked for forms, just select from the table below for the Florida child support forms you may need.You'll find the forms downloads, interactive forms, self-help guides, and our web-powered instructions for most of the forms. Be sure to read the instructions in their entirety to be sure they
are the right forms for you. General Information for Self Represented Litigants The first thing you should do is read the General Information for Self-Represented Litigants Guide, published by the Florida State Courts.In it you'll find descriptions of the legal terms and a guide on how to use and fill out the approved forms.The guide also covers family
law procedures, how to communicate with the court, how to file your child support petition, a description of what "service" means and how and what forms of service are available. General Info Guide You will also find a comprehensive explanation of the different portions of the forms, what they mean, how and where to fill in your information, and a
discussion of each section of the forms you will encounter. Supplemental Petition - Modification of Child Support A court can reduce, increase, suspend, or stop your child support payments if there has been a "substantial change" in your circumstances after the court ordered you to pay.A substantial change in circumstances is anything affecting your
income or the child's need to receive child support. For example, if you lose your job; your employer cuts your salary; you have a dramatic increase in expenses; a prolonged illness; the children become adults (emancipated); the time-sharing or custody arrangement has changed, etc.One or more of these kind of events may be considered as a
"substantial change" of circumstances that can qualify for a change in child support. For many, the Florida Child Support form they need to begin this process is the Supplemental Petition to Modify Child Support. Supplemental Petition to Modify Child Support Modifying an existing child support order is generally done by using a Supplemental
Petition to Modify Child Support, Form 12.905(b). We also have a comprehensive self help guide covering child support modifications. Self Help Guides Modifying Child Support in FloridaComplete Guide to Changing Your Child Support The Self Help Guides' Modifying Child Support in Florida helps you navigate the court process and procedures once
you file your documents with easy to follow checklists, links to websites, important addresses & phone numbers, and much more. Read more... The Self Help Guide includes easy to follow step by step instructions, all the required & supporting forms, filing procedures & checklists, complete guide to the Financial Affidavits, easy to understand and
written in plain English. Order the e-book instant download or use our Petition Preparer professional documents preparation service. Your documents will be in your hands and ready to file at the courthouse in 3 days or less! We guarantee our work. E-book $9.95Instant Download! Petition Preparer ServiceDo It For Me! Only $249.00 Modifying
Parenting Plan & Other Relief This form was formerly known as the Supplemental Petition to Modify Custody/Visitation and Other Relief. Form 12-905(a) should be used when you are asking the court to change current court-ordered parenting plan or time-sharing schedule.If you and the respondent are unable to agree a judge will decide for you as
part of establishing a Parenting Plan. The judge will decide the parenting and time-sharing arrangements based on the children’s best interests.Regardless of whether there is an agreement, the court reserves jurisdiction to modify issues relating to the minor child(ren). The judge may request a parenting plan recommendation or appoint a guardian
ad litem in your case. Because a substantial change in circumstances often requires more than just a change in child support, many find this is the Florida child support form that they need. The court may order one parent to pay a certain amount of child support to assist the other parent in meeting the children’s material needs.Because the child
support guidelines take several factors into consideration, change over time, and vary from state to state, your child support obligation may be more or less than that of other people in seemingly similar situations. Modify Custody & Child Support Modifying an existing custody, visitation & child support order is generally done by using a Supplemental
Petition to Modify Parenting Plan/Time-Sharing Schedule and Other Relief, Form 12.905(a). We also have a comprehensive self help guide covering custody, visitation & child support modifications. Petition to Determine Paternity When unmarried parents are involved, it is essential that paternity is established before child support can be ordered and
enforced. There are several ways that paternity can be legally established. The voluntary signing of the child's birth certificate at the hospital is the most common way for the legal establishment of paternity in Florida.Another way to establish paternity is to have the court order scientific paternity testing. Not immediately considered as a Florida Child
Support form, this procedure is handled through the Petition to Determine Paternity and for Related Relief (see below).Once Paternity is established (through scientific paternity testing if necessary) then the "Other Relief" part of this petition can include the establishment of child support as well as time sharing and parental responsibility. Petition to
Determine Paternity Have a look at our Florida Petition to Determine Paternity & Other Relief web-powered instructions page. These pages make it easy to prepare your divorce paperwork online. They include links to all the supporting forms and to the applicable Florida statutes. Petition for Support Unconnected With Divorce FAMILY LAW FORM
12.904(a) may be used to ask the court to enter a support order if you and your spouse are separated, and your spouse has the ability to contribute to you and your minor children, but has failed to do so. You can only use this Florida child support form if a dissolution of marriage has not been filed and the children live primarily with you.If a petition
for dissolution of marriage has been filed, you should file a Motion for Temporary Support with Dependent or Minor Children, Family Law Form 12.947(a), instead of using this petition (see below).Also, if you are requesting that an order be entered for you to pay support to your spouse, you should not file this form. This petition cannot address the
issues of property, debts, custody, or visitation. It only deals with alimony and child support. Petition for Unmarried Child Support Go to our Florida Petition For Support Unconnected With Dissolution of Marriage web-powered instructions page. These pages make it easy to prepare your divorce paperwork online. They include links to all the
supporting forms and to the applicable Florida statutes. Motion For Temporary Child Support Motion For Temporary Support With Dependent or Minor Children, Family Law Form 12.947(a) may be used by:(1) the respondent or the petitioner in a pending dissolution of marriage action. For you to use this form, a petition for dissolution of marriage
must have already been filed. You should use this Florida child support form to ask the court to award any of the following:temporary use of assets;temporary exclusive use of the marital home;temporary responsibility for liabilities/debts;temporary spousal support (alimony);temporary custody of a minor child(ren);temporary child support; andother
relief.(2) the petitioner in a pending action for support unconnected with a dissolution. For you to use this form, a petition for support unconnected with a dissolution of marriage must have already been filed. You should use this form to ask the court to award temporary spousal support (alimony) and/or temporary child support. Motion For Temporary
Support Download the Motion For Temporary Support With Dependent or Minor Children, Family Law Form 12.947(a) from the Florida Courts website. Answer to Supplemental Petition Family Law Form 12.903(e) should be used when you are responding to a supplemental petition for modification of custody or visitation, child support, or alimony.
This Florida child support form is used to admit or deny all of the allegations in the supplemental petition if you do not plan to file a counterpetition.The Florida Courts website does not provide for a counterpetition to a supplemental petition in these Family Law Forms. If you want to file a counterpetition to a supplemental petition you will need to
either seek legal assistance or create a form yourself. Our Petition Preparer Service can create one for you to your specifications. Just ask us for a Free Quote.You may construct an answer and counterpetition using the pertinent sections contained in the Answer to Petition and Counterpetition for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor
Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(c)(1), or Answer to Petition and Counterpetition for Dissolution of Marriage with Property but No Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(c)(2). Answer to Supplemental Petition Download the Answer to Supplemental Petition,
Family Law Form 12.903(e) from the Florida Courts website. Form 12.903(e) Self Help Guides Terminate Child Support & AlimonyForms Packet for an Order to Terminate Support The Florida Court Forms Self Help Fully Interactive & Complete Forms Packet for Request to Terminate Child Support or Alimony. All forms are interactive and properly
formatted in PDF and includes a filing procedure, links to websites, important addresses & phone numbers, and much more. Read more... The Self Help Packet includes easy to follow step by step instructions, all the required & supporting forms, filing procedures & checklists, important links and resources, easy to understand and written in plain
English. Order the Packet instant download or use our Petition Preparer professional documents preparation service. Your documents will be in your hands and ready to file at the courthouse in 3 days or less! We guarantee our work. E-book $9.95Instant Download! Petition Preparer ServiceDo It For Me! Only $175.00 Our Petition Preparer Service
can have all your documents professionally prepared after a brief interview with our experienced Legal Document Specialists.Your court papers will be in your hands and ready to file in as little as three days! We guarantee our work. Just ask us for a quote. Our Petition Preparer Service can have all your documents professionally prepared after a brief
interview with our experienced Legal Document Specialists. Your court papers will be in your hands and ready to file in as little as three days! We guarantee our work. Just ask us for a quote. Article by Kenneth Diaz, Florida-Court-Forms.net © 2014 - 2019 Page last updated 06/12/2017 You are here: Home > Child Support Forms
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